
The Good Ship and Blackbird Rook presents…

A PLAYGROUND IN THE FACTORY
PAUL HOUSLEY

10th November - 3rd December 2023
Persistence Works, 21 Brown Street, Sheffield S1 2BS.  Thur. – Sat., 11 – 4pm

Paul Housley, himself an alumni of Sheffield City Polytechnic (1983-86) brings a series of new 
works to Sheffield's art factory - Yorkshire Artspace. The exhibition, A Playground in the Factory, is 
Housley's first in the city for over 20 years. Widely collected and respected, Housley's expressive 
canvases capture low-key subject matter on a humble scale including – most recently, the contents 
of his painting studio. 

Characters, places and memories inhabit the studio, it’s a place of constant flux. Ideas 
and motifs, new possibilities and dead ends, the studio contains them all, it’s simply a race against 
the clock to unearth as many as I can. 

I was good at two things at school, staring out the window and watching the clock. In actuality, there 
was a third: drawing, which was a bit like doing both those things at once. Time and daydreaming, 
work and play, chaos and discipline. These are the things that have shaped my existence.  

Art became my way of navigating life. I didn’t want a job but I got a job, I became an Artist, 
which didn’t seem like a job at all, but ended up an all consuming project with ridiculous long 
badly paid hours. From school to art school to studio I built my own factory in my own 
playground and a lazy boy became a work obsessive, but it had to be my work and my play.
Paul Housley
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Limited 
Edition Print 
Edition of 50

11 - 50



Limited Edition Print 
Edition of 50 1-10 
Hand coloured by PH.



Art Money Credit

10 payments. 10 months. No interest.
Seller pays financing. Available from 1,000+ partner galleries globally.

BLACKBIRD ROOK has partnered with Art Money
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